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Bullet Clues Point 
To Single Rifle 


New Orleans 
A New Orleans police 
ballistics expert said yes- 
terday that examination 
so far indicated the per- 
sons shot Sunday at the 
Howard Johnson Hotel 
had been hit by one weap- 
on— tlie .44-caliber mag- 
num rifle found beside the 
body of Mark James Rob- 
ert Essex. 

Ballistics expert Alex A. 
Vega Jr., said bullet frag- 
ments taken from a wound- 
ed fireman also came from 
shells fired by the rifle 
found near Essex, whom po- 
lice have identified as the 
sniper. 

The rifle also caused the 
death of Deputy Police Su- 
perintendent Lewis J. Sirgo, 
Dr. Robert V. Steagall, a ho- 
tel guest, and Police Cadet 
Alfred Harrell. The cadet 
was killed on New Year’s 
Eve in New Orleans. 

The others who died from 
the gunshot wounds, includ- 
ing Steagall’s wife, all were 
hit with slugs which passed 
through their bodies and 
which were not recovered, 
Vega said. Vega said there 
could be more slugs re-, 
moved in the future from 
wounded persons and. that 
he did not expect to have all 
o f them examined for 
weeks. 

The ballistics information 
was a further piece- of evi- 
dence in the continuing con- 
troversy about whether only 
on© sniper faced police on 


Sunday night or if there 
were two or more. Police 
originally thought there was 
more than one. .- 

Vega said police had found 
only two rounds of ammuni- 
tion on the roof with Essex, 
and so far had found 17 shell 
casings from the rifle on the 
roof. 

New Orleans police ques- 
tioned the roommate of 
Mark Essex yesterday, but 
released him without 
charges. 

Police were kept busy yes- 
t e r d a y pursuing several 
groundless gun scares. 

“We’re stretched a little 
thin right now,” a police 
spokesman said, referring to 
officers attending funeral 
services for Deputy Superin- 
tendent Sirgo arid Patrol- 
man Phil Coleman. 

“If they’d only let us bury 
our dead, we’ll take care of 
everything,” the officer 
said. 
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